
A VISIT TO THE HOME OF \VILLIAi'v1 SMITH 

As I now look back upon m y co llege days from a dist ance of nearly a sco re 

of yea rs , it seems to me that a unique experience indeed was mine, to be able 

to pay a v isit to th e Founder of my Alma Mate r. 1\'1y diary st at es that on 

May 15th , 1909. and I remember tha t it was a cool, sunny spring day , t he ent ire 

student bod y, some J 5 or 18 girls accompa nied by M rs. Hussey , ou r hou se-m other 

Dr. T u rk, ou r dean , and D r. Ea to n, ou r beloved Professo r of B iology, the first 

of the new department s to be endowed by M r. Sm ith , set out ea rly in th e a ft ernoon 

for hi s Cast le Str eet home . 

When we reached th e house we were g reeted by his housekeeper, a very 

sho rt, stou t , lit tl e woman who seemed to possess qui te a sense of humor and wh o 

liked to talk . though we had a litt le difficulty in underst anding what she sa id. 

As we stoo d in the ya rd , M r. Smi th who had been expe cting us, ev ide n t ly saw 

us from a d istance, o r he migh t ha ve heard us, th ough he was quite deaf. Soon 

his old horse and buggy came jogging right across the perfectly kept expanse of 

lawn to th e spo t wh ere we stood . H e cam e up to shake hands with a ll of us-a 

youth ful. energet ic man of nin et y a nd a hal f year s, qu ite t all and no t mu ch 

stooped, slender but not exac t ly fra il, his on ly ph ysical deiect being dea fness. 

I do not recall th at I eve r saw him wear glasses. His lower eyelids drooped a b it, 

which ga ve him a ra the r sad exp ression ; but his glance was direct , even keen; 

a nd a t times h is eye s twinkled , as wh en he rem arked th at if he had only th ought 

of it, he would have had some ice-cream for us girls. 

M r. Sm ith devoted him self to M rs. Hussey , D ean T urk and P rofessor Eaton 

showi ng them th e grou nds ado rne d wit h all so rts of cho ice trees an d sh rubs . while 

th e housekeeper conduc ted us girls all th rough th e larg e house, even visit ing the 

cellar and att ic. I recall tha t in the d im ligh t of th e latter p lace we sp ied a large. 

qu eer shaped met al object which our guide told us was th e bathtub that had been 

Mr. Smith's mother 's. Obviously , h is filia l devoti on would not let him part with 

any thing tha t had be longed to her. In his pa rlor on the west side of th e wide 

hall was an old-fash ioned mu sic-box. Its repertoire o f qu a int tunes quit e delighted 

us. In his study, I remember seeing th e tab les heap ed with pamphlet s and 

repo rts on Pornology , a subject which ever held h is interest. A man wh o had 

once work ed for William Sm ith t old me that he had learned from M r. Sm ith 

how t o keep ap ples a ll winter. H e sa id that Mr. Sm ith 's mother a lway s used the 

poorest apples first, as th e finest would hold out th e lon gest. 

1\'1r. Sm ith 's bed room, a small upsta irs room on the east of th e hou se ove r­

look ing his nurser y grounds, engaged our special attent ion . It revealed the sec ret 

1 0 

of h is abunda nt life and energy a t his grea t age of ninet y yea rs. Beside th e simple, 

single . white iron bed was a lifting mach ine and above it on the wa ll a chart 

show ing how may pound s a man should be able to lift a t a given age and weight, 

His housekeeper to ld us th at it was M r. Smith' s habi t to take exerc ises with t his 

lifting machine every day. Of cou rse eac h of us girls had t o tackle it whil e th e 

rest looked on a nd mad e bri ght remarks about her p rowess. T he whole house 

as 1 rem ember it , gav e me the impression of fru gality , or ra the r a restrained 

com fort : th e home of an ascet ic, or a schola rly gent leman whose wants were 

fcw, an d whose tast es were simplc :- a home which truly expressed the person­

ality of it s owne r. 
When we ga the red in th e stud y M r. Sm ith told us that we might have some ­

thing to t ake a long with us by wh ich to remem ber ou r visit. We held a live ly 

d iscussion as to what th is gift shou ld be . In groups we rev isit ed some of th e 

rooms. Som eone sugges ted the mu sic-box, but Mrs. Hussey wit h her fine ta ct, 

gave us th e hint th at fina lly deci ded us. We summoned courage a nd asked for a 

large portra it of M r. Smith himsel f. H e sai d we m ight have it, a nd th at he would 

send it to B lackwe ll H ouse, as it was too heavy for us to carry such a dist ance, 

T his pic tu re, th e on ly one, so far as I know, which th e Co llege possesses of th e 

Fo under, no w han gs in th e hall of M iller House . 
F R.\ ' CES E DDY Housro» Charter C lass 1912 
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